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Ambedkar Statue-A Historical Milestone in Punjab

Hundreds Embraced Buddhism 

An important
landmarked was
created in the his-
tory of Ambedkar
movement in the
state of Punjab
when a full sized
brass statue of
Dr. Ambedkar
was installed at
the Takshsila
Maha Buddha Vi-
hara, Ludhiana in
the presence of

All India Bhikkhu Sangha and thousands
of devotes who gathered to celebrate the
Diksha Divas and Ashok Vijay Dashmi on
13th October, 2013.  This statue is
unique in whole of India. Babasaheb is
shown pointing one finger towards Bud-
dha Vihara and in another hand he is
holding his last book ‘Buddha and his
Dhamma’ indicating Buddhism is the ul-

timate refuge for peace and the welfare
of mankind.  On 14th October, 1956 Dr.
Ambedkar embraced Buddhism along
with 500000 of his followers and that
day became important in the Buddhist
movement in India. Every year 14th Oc-
tober is celebrated as Diksha Day with
great fan fare. It is also believed that on
that very day Ashoka, the Great also em-
braced to Buddhism after the victory over
Kalinga.  

The statue was donated by
Hukam Chand Mehmi, President,
Ambedkar Mission Society, Bedford and
the plinth by Mrs. Nirmala Chahal in
memory of her husband, late Chanan
Chahal, former President, Punjab Bud-
dhist Society, UK who played a promi-
nent role in the construction of Takshila
Maha Buddha Vihara. The statue was un-
veiled by Ram Pal Rahi, President, Punjab
Buddhist Society, UK. Other members of
the Punjab Buddhist Society, UK, Punjab,

Ambedkar Mission Society, Bedford, UK
and Dhamma Federation of India, Rattan
Lal Sampla, Mehar Chand Jassal, Mr. &
Mrs. Dhanpat Rattu, Mr. & Mrs. Hukam
Chand Mehmi, Mr. & Mrs. Harbans
Virdee, Mr. & Mrs. Ram Pal Rahi, Mr. &
Mrs. Arun Kumar, David Masih, Harbha-
jan Sampla, Dalbir Saroye, Gurnam Mall,
Sham Lal, Manoj Kumar, Gurmit Singh,
Advocate Sanjeev Kumar Bhaura graced
the occasion.  Arun Kumar and his family
gifted a computer and printer to the Tak-
shsila Maha Buddha Vihara. S. R. Dara-
puri, IG (retired), UP, DVP Sehra, Senior
Scientist (retired), Ministry of Agriculture,
Government of India, Delhi, Ram Gautam
from Ghaziabad, Sohan Sehjal, Dr. G.C.
Kaul, Dr. Rahul, Guru Ravidass Mission
Hospital, Phagwara especially came to
attend this function. Following the foot-
steps of Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar, hun-
dreds of his followers took refuge in the
Buddhism. The Diksha ceremony was

conducted by Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi Palo
Mahathero and the twenty two oaths
prescribed by Dr. Ambedkar were admin-
istered by the resident monk Ven.
Bhikkhu, Prigya Bodhi.  
In his discourse, Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhipalo
Mahathero explained the importance of
Diksha Divas.  Baba Saheb Dr. Ambedkar
resurrected Buddhism for which he will
always be remembered for ever like
Ashoka.  Ven. Bhikkhu Prigyabodhi
thanked all devotees who helped to de-
velop the monumental place, Takshsila
Maha Buddha Vihara. He also requested
everybody to donate liberally so that
Ambedkar Hall in the Vihara is 
also completed. The stage was an-
chored very successfully and efficiently
by Advocate Sanjeev Kumar Bhaura of
Dhamma Federation of India. Food was
provided by Mrs. Nirmala Chahal, Satpal
Paul, Chaman Lal, Ram Pal Rahi and Har-
bans Lal Virdee.

Arun Kumar
Arun.kumar@ntlworld.com

INAUGURATION OF NEW LAW OFFICES IN SACRAMENTO & SAN JOSE (CA)
(Jaspal Singh Dhillon, Fremont)

Ginny Walia Law Offices announces
the opening of new locations in San
Jose and Sacramento.  Attorney
GINNY HARJOT WALIAis an ambi-
tious attorney who has achieved ex-
cellent results for her clients in legal
field over the last 11 years.  On the
auspicious occasions of Diwali and
BandiChorDiwas, the new law office
locations will offer a variety of serv-
ices including immigration law, crimi-
nal law and personal injury. The new
main office is situated in the heart of
San Jose downtown at 152 North
Third Street, Suite 710, San Jose.
The beautiful law office faces the
main San Jose Court house and ex-
udes elegance and accomplishment.
GINNY HARJOT WALIAis an experi-
enced litigator.  She has handled over
a thousand cases in immigration law,
criminal law and personal injury law.

Ms. Walia has reached great heights
and achieved remarkable milestones
at a young age.  She is very efficient,
hardworking, and strong minded. She
pays detailed attention to every case
and leaves no stone unturned to win
on behalf of her clients.She fluently
communicates in English, Hindi, Pun-
jabi, Spanish, and Urdu.She has been
featured as an expert legal analyst on
local and national television channels
such as Fox News Channel, MSNBC,
KRON4, and Court TV.  She hosts a
legal talk show on Desi 1170am every
Friday from 10 am-11am.
For detailed information on any Legal
Topic call to your nearest office:
Hayward (510-887-5910) Redwood
City (650-567-4800) Sacramento
(916-512-3300) 
San Jose (408-724-9200) San Fran-
cisco (415-677-0900) Toll Free (800-
379-9330)

SACRAMENTO – Following the tragic situa-
tion at the Valley Springs Manor in Castro Val-
ley in late October, Senate Majority Leader
Ellen M. Corbett (D-East Bay) today an-
nounced that she will introduce legislation
that will bolster the facility inspection and
complaint investigation process, as well as
ensure a comprehensive plan that addresses
the immediate and long term needs of as-
sisted living residents following a facility clo-
sure. The legislation seeks to prevent future
tragedies that may potentially jeopardize the
safety and wellbeing of elderly and/or sick
residents at assisted living care facilities. As
the State Senator representing Castro Valley
and the East Bay / Tri-Valley, Senator Corbett
believes that the chain of events that culmi-
nated in 14 assisted living home patients
being left virtually alone for two days follow-
ing the closure of Valley Springs Manor by the
California Department of Social Services in
October is unacceptable.  Senator Corbett
thanks the selfless staff that remained after
the state action and appreciates their heroic

efforts, though questions still remain regard-
ing what steps government agencies and/or
other facility staff should have taken to ensure
the continued safety of facility residents.
“Though the ongoing federal, state and local
investigation into what happened at Valley
Springs Manor continues, this situation in
Castro Valley is a clear reminder that there is
an urgent need for increased protections to
prevent this tragedy from ever happening
again,” Senator Corbett said.  “Residents at
assisted living facilities are certainly vulnera-
ble and both they and their families deserve
the peace of mind of knowing that there are
safeguards in place to protect residents if and
when another facility closure occurs.”

Senator Corbett and her staff will
continue meeting with assisted living home
representatives and residents, state agency
representatives and other stakeholders in the
weeks ahead to determine the best legislative
course of action to meet the specific and gen-
eral needs to protect assisted living home 
residents. 

Senator Corbett to Introduce Legislation to 
Prevent Future Assisted Living Facility Tragedies
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Surinder Koka

www.haywardtandoor.com

sudyÈ isMG atvfl jsvIr isMG qWKr

S. Jasbir Singh Takhar (510) 755-2132
S. Sudesh Singh Atwal (510) 372-5061

pihlI pfqÈfhI 
sRI gurU nfnk dyv jI

dy pRkfÈ idhfVy
dIaF kul lokfeI nUM 

lwK- lwK
mubfrkF 

Bay Area Sikh Alliance (California)

sfzy iewQy hr iksm dIaF kfrF dI  murMmq aqy irpyar
qoN ielfvf kfrF dy pyNt df kMm qswlIbKÈ kIqf jFdf hY.

purfxIaF kfrF KrIdx aqy to-trwk df Kfs pRbMD hY.

AAA AUTO &
BODY WORKS INC.

Prop: Jasbir Singh Takhar
510-755-2132

1421 Industrial PKWY West#F Hayward, CA 94544
510- 733- 2222

Free Eximates           Free Towing

We Do  Complete  Engine Transmission, Body and
Paint  Work We Sell Used Cars at a Good Price
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BUNDLE & SAVE UPTO
Let Nationwide combine your auto, home and life insurance policies.

You'll get our famous On Your Side * service and you could save up to

25%. To learn more about combining your policies, call us today.

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company

and Affiliated Companies, Columbus, OH, Subject to underwriting

guidelines, review and approval. Nationwide, the Nationwide

Framemark, and On Your Side are service marks of Nationwide

Mutual Insurance Company, Saving compared to standalone price

of each policy, based on national new customer data from May

2010. Availability and discounts vary by state and other factors.

ADP-1230 (06/11) Manjinder S Jhamat

25%
Nationwide*
Insurance

Manjinder S Jhamat
Jhamat Insurance Agency

1743 Grand Canal Blvd. Suite 12

Stockton CA 95207

(209) 472-2061

jhamatm@nationwide.comwww.nationwide.com/jhamat 

Italian Buffets, Indian Foods. (Italian Buffet $6.99)
Hall free for Jago, Birth Day & Wedding Parties.

Seven days open from 11 AM to 4 PM

Ram Gopal (916) 448-6239

200 “J” Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Pizza & Pasta Kitchen
PIZZA, PASTA, SPAGHETTI, BAKED MACARONI & CHEESE, SALAD BAR (16 Varieties)

Annabelle’s

F
R
E
E
 W

iF
i

F
R
E
E
 W

iF
i

F
R
E
E
 W

iF
i

V
a
ri
e
ti
e
s
 o

f 
V

id
e
o
 G

a
m

e
s
 A

v
a
il
a
b
le

V
a
ri
e
ty

 o
f 

S
a
n
d
w

ic
h
e
s
 a

re
 a

ls
o
 a

v
a
il
a
b
le

F
R
E
E
 W

iF
i

Now Serving
Beer &Wine!

(Our Dough is
Freshly Rolled Daily

and Made of the
Finest Ingredients)

FREE WiFi

BIG

SCREEN

TV

IN OLD 
SACRAMENTO

Ram Gopal

Features

All you can
eat italian

Buffet

BAZAARINDIA

Jai Ram Gaught Harjit Gaught (Happy)

Indian, Pakistani & Fijjian Groceries

WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS
RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES ENJOY YOUR DAY WITH HOPES

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES
Call to Happy- Cell : (209) 594-8473 Ph: (209) 478-0285 Fax : (209) 477-3206

We are open 7 DAYS A WEEK   TIME : 9:00 A.M. TO 8:30 P.M.

Email: indiabazaar08@yahoo.com
304 E HAMMER LANE # 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210

sfzy kol eyarlfeIn itktF vI AuplbwD hn.
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pihlI pfqÈfhI DMn DMn 
sRI gurU nfnk dyv jI dy 

pRkfÈ idhfVy dIaF 
kuwl lukfeI ƒ lwK lwK vDfeIaF

svrgI sRI lfhOrI rfm jI (kimÈnr)
jI dy smUh pirvfr vwloN

Late 
Sh. Lahori Ram
(Commissioner)

Ajai Paul Ram & Jagdev Ram

ñE siqgur pRsfid

vfihgurU jI kf Kflsf. vfihgurU jI kI Piqh..
siqgurU nfnk pRgitaf imwtI DuMD jwg cfnx hoaf..


